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    Abstract
Botulinum C2 toxin, a binary toxin that ADP-ribosylates nonmuscle G-actin, was used as a selective tool to evaluate the role of actin-dependent cytoskeletal rearrangement in ligand-evoked lipid mediator generation. Human neutrophils (PMN) were preincubated with varying concentrations of the toxin for 30 min. Lipoxygenase products of arachidonic acid were measured by chromatographic techniques in the presence of exogenous arachidonic acid to probe PMN 5-lipoxygenase activity. Formation of platelet-activating factor (PAF) was assayed by the bioincorporation of [3H]acetate. Stimulation was performed with the soluble chemotactic ligands formyl-methionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine (FMLP) and PAF, as well as opsonized zymosan. PMN pretreatment with C2 toxin in the range between 200/400 and 800/1600 ng/ml C2I/II caused a dose-dependent suppression of the basal F-actin content and of stimulus-induced actin assembly. Phosphoinositide hydrolysis (measured as liberated inositol phosphates) and PAF generation in response to FMLP and exogenous PAF were markedly increased at these toxin doses. Minor C2 toxin concentrations (range, approximately 25/50 to 200/400 ng/ml C2I/II) were sufficient to amplify stimulus-induced formation of leukotriene B4 and its omega-oxidation products, nonenzymatic hydrolysis products of leukotriene A4, and 5-hydroxyeicosatetraenoic acid (5-HETE). With increasing toxin doses, leukotriene generation declined and 5-HETE became the predominant metabolite. In contrast to the soluble ligands, the zymosan-effected generation of PAF and leukotrienes was dose-dependently inhibited by C2 toxin concentrations of greater than 200/400 ng/ml, paralleled by a loss of motile and phagocytotic functions in these cells. We conclude that selective inhibition of actin assembly amplifies PAF and 5-lipoxygenase product formation in response to soluble chemoattractants with distinct dose dependences. The augmentation of PAF generation may be linked to amplified second messenger levels at higher doses of C2 toxin, whereas the sensitivity of the 5-lipoxygenase metabolism to low concentrations may indicate toxin effect on a small, functionally specified, actin pool. The present data support an important role of cytoskeletal rearrangement in temporal and/or spatial limitation of chemoattractant-evoked PMN activation.
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