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    Abstract
Peroxidases may be important in the mechanism of toxicity of a number of compounds including benzene, a chemical that has been associated with bone marrow toxicity and leukemia after chronic exposure. The major peroxidase in bone marrow is myeloperoxidase (MPO), which has been previously thought to be expressed at the promyelocytic stage of differentiation. Hematopoietic progenitor cells are important potential cellular targets of bone marrow toxins and leukemogens. We therefore examined peroxidase activity in both murine and human progenitor cells. Murine progenitor populations were purified as lineage-negative cells (> 99% enriched) and human progenitor populations were purified as CD34+ cells (> 95% enriched). Using conventional biochemical assays for peroxidase activity, murine and human progenitor cells were found to have 30% and 11% of the peroxidase activity of murine and human unpurified marrow, respectively. Peroxidase activity was confirmed in purified murine and human progenitor populations by flow cytometry using a 2,7-dichlorofluorescein assay, adapted to measure peroxidase activity. In addition, two-color flow cytometry of murine whole marrow using phycoerythrin-conjugated antibodies to lineage markers confirmed the peroxidase activity of the murine progenitor cell population. A reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction assay was developed for MPO mRNA, which was detected in murine progenitor cells. These data show that MPO mRNA is expressed in murine progenitor cells and that both murine and human progenitor cells have marked peroxidase activity. These data may have relevance for studies of hematopoietic cell differentiation and for the examination of mechanisms underlying cell-specific toxicity in bone marrow.
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