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    Abstract
Manoalide is a potent antiinflammatory marine natural product and a direct inactivator of venom phospholipase A2 (PLA2; EC 3.1.1.4). Manoalide has been shown to irreversibly inhibit PLA2, with the corresponding modification of a selective number of lysine residues. The mechanism of inactivation has not yet been elucidated and structure-activity relationship studies were, therefore, performed in order to determine the contributions of the various functional groups incorporated in the gamma-hydroxybutenolide, alpha-hydroxydihydropyran, and trimethylcyclohexenyl ring systems to the efficacy (irreversibility) and potency of this series of inhibitors. These studies indicate that 1) the presence of the hemiacetal in the alpha-hydroxydihydropyran ring is required for irreversible binding of manoalide, 2) the gamma-hydroxybutenolide ring is involved in the initial interaction of manoalide with PLA2, and 3) the hydrophobic nature of the trimethylcyclohexenyl ring system allows nonbonded interactions between manoalide and PLA2 that enhance the potency of these analogs. These structure-activity relationship studies suggest that the closed ring form of manoalide is the predominant molecular species that accounts for the selective and potent inhibition of PLA2 by manoalide. Elucidation of the mechanism awaits further detailed physicochemical studies on the structure of the manoalide (analog)-protein adducts in model systems and using PLA2.
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