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    Abstract
A trout liver monoamine oxidase (MAO) cDNA was cloned by screening a cDNA library with a human MAO-A cDNA probe. The trout MAO cDNA encodes 499 amino acids, with a molecular mass of 56.6 kDa. The deduced amino acid sequence of trout MAO shows 70% and 71% identity with those of human MAO-A and MAO-B, respectively. Trout MAO contains the pentapeptide sequence Ser-Gly-Gly-Cys-Tyr, to which the cofactor FAD is covalently bound. Transient expression of the cDNA in COS-7 cells shows that trout MAO oxidizes both serotonin [5-hydroxytryptamine (5-HT)] and beta-phenylethylamine (PEA), unlike human MAO-A and MAO-B, which oxidize only 5-HT and PEA, respectively. The Km for 5-HT is similar for trout MAO (130 +/- 17 mM) and human MAO-A (68 +/- 4 mM). The Km for PEA is similar for trout MAO (12.5 +/- 2.0 mM) and human MAO-B (1.5 +/- 0.2 mM). When 5-HT is used as a substrate, trout MAO is more sensitive to clorgyline (IC50, 2.8 +/- 0.2 x 10(-8) M) than deprenyl (IC50, 1.0 +/- 0.1 x 10(-6) M), a result similar to the inhibition selectivity of human MAO-A. However, trout MAO is less sensitive to clorgyline than is human MAO-A (IC50, 5.8 +/- 0.1 x 10(-10) M). Trout MAO is less sensitive to deprenyl (IC50, 4.6 +/- 0.3 x 10(-7) M) than is human MAO-B (IC50, 1.4 +/- 0.1 x 10(-9) M) when PEA is used as the substrate. These results indicate that trout MAO displays substrate and inhibitor selectivities that are not identical to those of either MAO-A and -B, and it therefore represents a novel type of MAO. The structure of trout MAO will provide insights into the substrate and inhibitor selectivities of the MAOs.
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