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    Abstract
The mechanism by which normal alkanols longer than ethanol inhibit cation flux through the transient open state of the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (nAcChoR) is unknown. They might act nonspecifically either by perturbing the lipid bilayer or by binding to many low affinity sites. Alternatively, they might act in a mutually exclusive manner at a well defined site on the protein. To address this problem, a rapid assay of agonist-induced 86Rb+ efflux from nAcChoR-rich Torpedo membrane vesicles was used that enabled the anesthetic-induced inhibition to be measured on a millisecond time scale, under conditions where the concentration of all ligands was raised in < 1 msec, thereby avoiding complications due to desensitization. By measuring the inhibition constant of one agent as a function of the fixed concentration of a second agent, it is possible to distinguish between nonspecific action and mutually exclusive action. Our data are inconsistent with the hypothesis that 1-octanol and 1-heptanol act in a nonspecific manner, but they are consistent with the hypothesis that these two alkanols act in a mutually exclusive manner at a well defined site. The data suggest that the alkanols sterically compete for the site, but experimental limitations prevented a less plausible model, in which there is a strong negative allosteric interaction between separate octanol and heptanol sites, from being ruled out. Should the latter interaction occur, the data indicate that occupation of one alkanol site would decrease the affinity of the other by about 50-fold. The local anesthetic procaine is known to act in a mutually exclusive manner with the agonist self-inhibition site. We found that octanol and procaine acted as separate sites, which exhibited a negative heterotrophic interaction such that octanol reduced the affinity of procaine 6-fold. We conclude that octanol and heptanol inhibit cation flux through the channel of the nAcChoR by binding to a site (or a set of sites of equal affinity) whose location is distinct from, but allosterically coupled to, the agonist self-inhibition site.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			MolPharm articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
  
      
      
          Molecular Pharmacology      
      
        	Vol. 47, Issue 1 1 Jan 1995 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	Index by author
	Back Matter (PDF)
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Molecular Pharmacology article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Channel inhibition by alkanols occurs at a binding site on the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor.



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Molecular Pharmacology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Molecular Pharmacology.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Abstract

  
  
      Channel inhibition by alkanols occurs at a binding site on the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor.
  
    	 S C Wood, P H Tonner, A J de Armendi, B Bugge and K W Miller


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology January 1, 1995,  47 (1) 121-130; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Abstract

  
  
      Channel inhibition by alkanols occurs at a binding site on the nicotinic acetylcholine receptor.
  
    	 S C Wood, P H Tonner, A J de Armendi, B Bugge and K W Miller


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology January 1, 1995,  47 (1) 121-130; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Molecular Pharmacology
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0111 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  