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    Abstract

1-Methyl-4-phenylpyridinium (MPP+) is selectively toxic to dopaminergic neurons and has been studied extensively as an etiologic model of Parkinson's disease (PD) because mitochondrial dysfunction is implicated in both MPP+ toxicity and the pathogenesis of PD. MPP+ can inhibit mitochondrial complex I activity, and its toxicity has been attributed to the subsequent mitochondrial depolarization and generation of reactive oxygen species. However, MPP+ toxicity has also been noted to be greater than predicted by its effect on complex I inhibition or reactive oxygen species generation. Therefore, we examined the effects of MPP+ on survival, mitochondrial membrane potential (ΔΨm), and superoxide and reduced glutathione levels in individual dopaminergic and nondopaminergic mesencephalic neurons. MPP+ (5 μM) selectively induced death in fetal rat dopaminergic neurons and caused a small decrease in their ΔΨm. In contrast, the specific complex I inhibitor rotenone, at a dose (20 nM) that was less toxic than MPP+ to dopaminergic neurons, depolarized ΔΨm to a greater extent than MPP+. In addition, neither rotenone nor MPP+ increased superoxide in dopaminergic neurons, and MPP+ failed to alter levels of reduced glutathione. Therefore, we conclude that increased superoxide and loss of ΔΨm may not represent primary events in MPP+ toxicity, and complex I inhibition alone is not sufficient to explain the selective toxicity of MPP+ to dopaminergic neurons. Clarifying the effects of MPP+ on energy metabolism may provide insight into the mechanism of dopaminergic neuronal degeneration in PD.


Footnotes

	Received September 21, 1999.
	Accepted May 4, 2000.

	

Send reprint requests to: Un Jung Kang, M.D., MC 2030, S225B, Department of Neurology, The University of Chicago, 5841 S. Maryland Ave., Chicago, IL 60637. E-mail:u-kang{at}uchicago.edu



	
This research was supported by the Brain Research Foundation, Louis R. Block Fund, National Parkinson Foundation, Parkinson Disease Foundation, United Parkinson Foundation, and U.S. Public Health Service Grant NS07113.




	The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			MolPharm articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Molecular Pharmacology: 58 (2)]

  
  
      
      
          Molecular Pharmacology      
      
        	Vol. 58, Issue 2 1 Aug 2000 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	About the Cover
	Index by author




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Molecular Pharmacology article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 The Selective Toxicity of 1-Methyl-4-phenylpyridinium to Dopaminergic Neurons: The Role of Mitochondrial Complex I and Reactive Oxygen Species Revisited



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Molecular Pharmacology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Molecular Pharmacology.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      The Selective Toxicity of 1-Methyl-4-phenylpyridinium to Dopaminergic Neurons: The Role of Mitochondrial Complex I and Reactive Oxygen Species Revisited
  
    	 Ken Nakamura, Vytautas P. Bindokas, Jeremy D. Marks, David A. Wright, David M. Frim, Richard J. Miller and Un Jung Kang


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology August 1, 2000,  58 (2) 271-278; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.58.2.271 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      The Selective Toxicity of 1-Methyl-4-phenylpyridinium to Dopaminergic Neurons: The Role of Mitochondrial Complex I and Reactive Oxygen Species Revisited
  
    	 Ken Nakamura, Vytautas P. Bindokas, Jeremy D. Marks, David A. Wright, David M. Frim, Richard J. Miller and Un Jung Kang


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology August 1, 2000,  58 (2) 271-278; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.58.2.271 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Experimental Procedures
	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Footnotes
	Abbreviations
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Impact of Lipid Binding Proteins on Ligand Disposition  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      The Role of RGS4 in Stress and Ketamine Actions  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      A Small-Molecule Agonist as New Radioligand for ACKR3  
  
  
  
  






Show more Article

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Molecular Pharmacology
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0111 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  