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    Abstract

        The aryl hydrocarbon receptor (AhR) is a ligand-induced transcription factor that is activated by 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) and other related compounds, leading to toxicity. There is considerable variation in the response to TCDD among different species, and this may be correlated to differences in the AhR. Variations in the structure of the AhR could result in altered biochemical properties of the receptor, such as ligand affinity or transactivation potential. The difference between the mouse AhR b-1 allele (mAhRb-1) and human AhR (hAhR), in terms of their relative affinity for a photoaffinity ligand (2-azido-3-[125I]iodo-7,8-dibromodibenzo-p-dioxin), was assessed using both in vitro assays and assays performed directly in cell culture. Results revealed that the hAhR has a lower affinity for the photoaffinity ligand compared with mAhRb-1. In contrast with a previous study, we found that a single amino acid (valine 381) in hAhR is responsible for the lower ligand affinity, and mutating this residue to alanine results in restoration of high ligand affinity in hAhR. In vitro ligand binding assays are limited by the low concentrations of protein in the assays, and it is not appropriate to compare ligand affinities of different receptors using this method without performing a competition assay or increasing the protein concentration in the assay. Because of the limitation of the in vitro assay, the relative ligand occupancy of mAhRb-1 and hAhR was compared most effectively within cells, revealing that mAhRb-1 has a 10-fold higher relative ligand affinity in cells, whereas mAhRd has a 2-fold higher relative ligand affinity than hAhR.
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