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    Abstract

        We have proposed previously that the evaluation of transcellular transport across the double-transfected Madin-Darby canine kidney II (MDCK II) monolayer that expresses both human organic anion transporting polypeptide 4 (OATP2/SLC21A6) and multidrug resistance associated protein 2 (MRP2/ABCC2) on the basal and apical membranes, respectively, may be useful in characterizing human biliary excretion (J Biol Chem 277: 6497–6503, 2002). However, to demonstrate that this in vitro system represents in vivo biliary excretion, it is essential to compare in vitro data with in vivo biliary excretion. The problem is that we cannot determine the human biliary excretion for many ligands. In the present study, we have established a double-transfected MDCK II monolayer that expresses both rat Oatp4/Slc21a10 and Mrp2/Abcc2 on the basal and apical membranes, respectively, for the purpose of quantitatively comparing the clearance for transcellular transport with that for in vivo biliary excretion. The basal-to-apical transport of 17β-estradiol-17β-d-glucuronide, pravastatin, leukotriene C4, cyclo-[D-Asp-Pro-d-Val-Leu-d-Trp] (BQ123), temocaprilat, and taurolithocholate 3-sulfate was significantly higher than that in the opposite direction in the double transfectant. Kinetic analysis suggested that that the rate-determining step of these compounds is the uptake process. The extent of the transcellular transport across the rat double-transfectant correlated well with that across the double-transfectant for human OATP2/SLC21A6 and MRP2/ABCC2. Moreover, considering the scaling factor, the clearance values for in vitro transcellular transport correlated well with those for in vivo biliary clearance. The double-transfected MDCK II monolayer may be useful in analyzing the hepatic vectorial transport of organic anions and in predicting in vivo biliary clearance.
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