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    Abstract

        Organic anion transporting polypeptides (Oatp) mediate the transport of a wide variety of amphipathic organic substrates. Rat Oatp1b2 and human OATP1B3 are members of a liver-specific subfamily of Oatps/OATPs. We investigated whether prolactin (PRL) and growth hormone (GH) regulated Oatp1b2 and OATP1B3 gene expression via signal transducers and activators of transcription 5 (Stat5). Binding sites for Stat5 transcription factors were located in the promoters of Oatp1b2 and OATP1B3 at –209 to –201 (5′-TTCTGGGAA-3′) and –170 to –162 (5′-TTCTGAGAA-3′), respectively. In primary hepatocytes from female and male rats treated with PRL or GH, Oatp1b2 mRNA measured by real-time polymerase chain reaction was significantly induced 2-fold. HepG2 cells were transiently transfected with expression vectors containing Oatp1b2 or OATP1B3 promoter fragments, cDNAs for Stat5a, and the receptors for PRL (PRLRL) or GH (GHR), and treated with PRL or GH. PRL and GH induction of Oatp1b2 and OATP1B3 promoter activity required cotransfection of Stat5a and PRLRL or GHR. Mutation of the Stat5 binding site in both promoters eliminated hormonal induction. In DNA binding assays, HepG2 cells transfected with cDNAs for Stat5a and PRLRL were treated with PRL, and nuclear extracts were probed with a 32P-labeled oligomer corresponding to –177 to –157 of the OATP1B3 promoter. PRL enhanced the binding of Stat5a to the OATP1B3 promoter and DNA-protein binding was inhibited in competition assays by excess OATP1B3 and Stat5 consensus oligomers but not by mutant Stat5 oligomers. These findings indicate that PRL and GH can regulate Oatp1b2 and OATP1B3 gene expression via the Stat5 signal-transduction pathway.
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