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    Abstract

        In this study, we examined whether 1α,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3 (calcitriol), phenobarbital, and the antiretroviral drug efavirenz, drugs used by patient groups with high incidence of low bone mineral density, could affect the 25-hydroxylase activity or expression of human 25-hydroxylases in dermal fibroblasts and prostate cancer LNCaP cells. Fibroblasts express the 25-hydroxylating enzymes CYP2R1 and CYP27A1. LNCaP cells were found to express two potential vitamin D 25-hydroxylases—CYP2R1 and CYP2J2. The presence in different cells of nuclear receptors vitamin D receptor (VDR), pregnane X receptor (PXR), and constitutive androstane receptor (CAR) was also determined. Phenobarbital suppressed the expression of CYP2R1 in fibroblasts and CYP2J2 in LNCaP cells. Efavirenz suppressed the expression of CYP2R1 in fibroblasts but not in LNCaP cells. CYP2J2 was slightly suppressed by efavirenz, whereas CYP27A1 was not affected by any of the two drugs. Calcitriol suppressed the expression of CYP2R1 in both fibroblasts and LNCaP cells but had no clear effect on the expression of either CYP2J2 or CYP27A1. The vitamin D3 25-hydroxylase activity in fibroblasts was suppressed by both calcitriol and efavirenz. In LNCaP cells, consumption of substrate (1α-hydroxyvitamin D3) was used as indicator of metabolism because no 1α,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3 product could be determined. The amount of 1α-hydroxyvitamin D3 remaining in cells treated with calcitriol was significantly increased. Taken together, 25-hydroxylation of vitamin D3 was suppressed by calcitriol and drugs. The present study provides new information indicating that 25-hydroxylation of vitamin D3 may be regulated. In addition, the current results may offer a possible explanation for the impaired bone health after treatment with certain drugs.
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        ABBREVIATIONS: HPLC, high performance liquid chromatography; RT-PCR, reverse transcriptase-polymerase chain reaction; Ct, threshold cycle; VDR, vitamin D receptor; PXR, pregnane X receptor; CAR, constitutive androstane receptor; PB, phenobarbital; efz, efavirenz; 1,25D3, 1α,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3; calcitriol, 1α,25-dihydroxyvitamin D3.
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