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    Abstract
We previously showed that ubiquitination, a reversible post-translational modification, facilitates degradation of cell surface–resident bile salt export pump (BSEP) and multidrug resistance–associated protein 2 (MRP2), ABC transporters that are expressed at the canalicular membrane (CM) of hepatocytes. In the current study, its underlying mechanism was investigated by evaluating the role of ubiquitination in the processes of internalization and subsequent degradation of cell surface–resident BSEP and MRP2. Cell surface biotinylation analysis using Flp-In T-REx 293 cells showed that ectopic expression of UbΔGG, which is ubiquitin (Ub) lacking the two C-terminal glycines essential for the Ub conjugation reaction, inhibited the internalization of 3× FLAG-BSEP, but not of MRP2, and the degradation of the internalized MRP2, but not of the internalized 3× FLAG-BSEP. Its inhibitory effect on BSEP internalization was also indicated by a time-lapse imaging analysis using the rat hepatoma cell line McA-RH7777 in which UbΔGG delayed the loss of fluorescence from photoactivated Dronpa-BSEP on the CM. The effect of UbΔGG on BSEP internalization in these experiments was abrogated by treatment with chlorpromazine, an inhibitor of clathrin-mediated endocytosis, and the introduction of a Y1311A mutation into BSEP. This mutation eliminates the ability of BSEP to interact with the AP2 adaptor complex, an adaptor protein required for cargo selection in clathrin-mediated endocytosis. In conclusion, our data suggest that ubiquitination facilitates clathrin-mediated endocytosis of BSEP and the degradation of internalized MRP2, leading to the degradation of the cell surface–resident form of both transporters.
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