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    Abstract

      The equilibrium binding of muscarinic antagonists to a crude synaptosome fraction from rat cerebral cortex obeys the simple Langmuir isotherm. The affinity constants measured range from 105 to 1010 M-1 and in all cases agree within a factor of 3 with the corresponding values derived from measurements of anticholinergic potency on smooth muscle. The methodology which must be applied to obtain valid measurements of affinity constants from in vitro studies using radiolabelled ligands is discussed.
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