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    Abstract
Many actions of the classical gonadal and adrenal steroid hormones are at the level of transcriptional regulation. Recent studies have shown, however, that endogenous brain metabolites of steroids exert important nongenomic modulatory effects on neuronal mechanisms. Potentiation of the N-methyl-D-aspartate (NMDA) subtype of glutamate receptor by the neurosteroid pregnenolone sulfate (PS) was studied using cultured hippocampal neurons and patch-clamp techniques. The magnitude of NMDA-activated whole-cell currents was approximately doubled in the presence of 100 microM PS. The dose-response curve of PS action showed significant potentiation above 250 nM and a half-maximal effect at approximately 29 microM. Maximum potentiation was reached within 25 sec, and the potentiation was completely reversed with 60 sec of washout. The enhancement of the NMDA current is probably not due to activation of a new ionic conductance, because the reversal potential of the I-V curve did not shift in the presence of PS. Potentiation is specific for the NMDA subtype of glutamate receptor; non-NMDA currents showed only a slight inhibition (approximately 6%) in the presence of 50 microM PS. Potentiation of the NMDA current by PS occurred in the presence of saturating concentrations of NMDA and glycine, indicating that at saturating concentrations of the coagonists PS does not change the affinity between the coagonists and the NMDA receptor. The dose-response relations for NMDA and glycine were shifted slightly to the left, and the percent potentiation was significantly higher for lower concentrations of coagonists, suggesting that at low concentrations of the coagonists PS may slightly increase their affinity for the NMDA receptor. The fractional open time (nPo) of single NMDA-activated channels was potentiated by PS in patch-clamp recordings using both the outside-out and cell-attached configurations. The potentiation of nPo resulted from increases in the frequency of opening and in the mean channel open time. No effect was seen on single-channel conductances.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			MolPharm articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
  
      
      
          Molecular Pharmacology      
      
        	Vol. 43, Issue 5 1 May 1993 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	Index by author
	Back Matter (PDF)
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Molecular Pharmacology article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Pregnenolone sulfate potentiation of N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor channels in hippocampal neurons.



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Molecular Pharmacology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Molecular Pharmacology.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Abstract

  
  
      Pregnenolone sulfate potentiation of N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor channels in hippocampal neurons.
  
    	 M R Bowlby


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology May 1, 1993,  43 (5) 813-819; 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Abstract

  
  
      Pregnenolone sulfate potentiation of N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor channels in hippocampal neurons.
  
    	 M R Bowlby


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology May 1, 1993,  43 (5) 813-819; 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Molecular Pharmacology
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0111 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  