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    Abstract

        γ-Secretase, exhibiting characteristics of aspartyl protease, mediates the intramembranous proteolysis of β-amyloid precursor protein (APP) and Notch, and it is considered to be a prime pharmacological target in the development of therapeutics for Alzheimer's disease (AD). To identify compounds that block γ-secretase-mediated proteolysis, we used a highly sensitive cell-based reporter gene assay for γ-secretase in which Gal4/VP16-tagged C99-APP was expressed as the immediate substrate of γ-secretase, and Gal4/VP16-tagged APP intracellular domain released by the γ-secretase cleavage then activated the expression of the Gal4-driven luciferase reporter gene. Using this reporter assay, we demonstrated that the newly synthesized (hydroxyethyl)urea peptidomimetics, which contain unnatural amino acid moieties at positions P1′ and/or P3′, can effectively inhibit γ-secretase activity and significantly reduce Aβ production. The γ-secretase-dependent S3 cleavage of Notch was also consistently blocked by these (hydroxyethyl)ureas as evidenced by the decreased generation of the Notch intracellular domain, a prerequisite for the activation of Notch signaling. The inhibition of Notch signaling by active Jia compounds efficiently promotes the neuronal differentiation of neuroblastoma cells, intervening in tumorigenesis and the malignancy of neuroblastomas. Our results suggest that (hydroxyethyl)urea peptidomimetics containing unnatural amino acid substitutions could represent a novel class of γ-secretase inhibitors with enhanced stability, providing the basis for the further development of effective therapeutics for AD and neuroblastomas.
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        ABBREVIATIONS: AD, Alzheimer's disease; PS, presenilin; NTF, N-terminal fragment; CTF, C-terminal fragment; NICD, Notch intracellular domain; HIV, human immunodeficiency virus; ELISA, enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay; HEK, human embryonic kidney; DMEM, Dulbecco's modified Eagle's medium; FBS, fetal bovine serum; DMSO, dimethyl sulfoxide; APP, amyloid precursor protein; C99, 99-residue C-terminal fragment of amyloid precursor protein; PBS, phosphate-buffered saline; PLB, passive lysis buffer; DAPT, N-[N-(3,5-difluorophenacetyl-l-alanyl)]-S-phenylglycine t-butyl ester; GV, Gal4/VP16 DNA binding domain; GAP-43, growth-associated protein 43; PAGE, polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis; GAPDH, glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase; PBST, phosphate-buffer saline/Tween 20; Aβ, β-amyloid; HRP, horseradish peroxidase; CHAPSO, 3-[(3-cholamidopropyl)dimethyl-ammonio]-2-hydroxy-1-propanesulfonate; siRNA, small interfering RNA; RNAi, RNA interference; ESI, electrospray ionization; MS, mass spectrometry, MS/MS, tandem mass spectrometry; LC, liquid chromatography; OD, optical density; Chy, cyclohexylmethyl; RA, retinoic acid; L-685-458, (2R-(2R*,4R*,5S*))N-(5-(((1,1-dimethylethoxy)carbonyl)amino)-4-hydroxy-1-oxo-6-phenyl-2-(phenylmethyl)hexyl)-l-leucyl-l-phenylalaninamide.

      
		Received March         9, 2006.
	Accepted November         14, 2006.




	The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			MolPharm articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Molecular Pharmacology: 71 (2)]

  
  
      
      
          Molecular Pharmacology      
      
        	Vol. 71, Issue 2 1 Feb 2007 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Back Matter (PDF)
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Molecular Pharmacology article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Unnatural Amino Acid-Substituted (Hydroxyethyl)urea Peptidomimetics Inhibit γ-Secretase and Promote the Neuronal Differentiation of Neuroblastoma Cells



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Molecular Pharmacology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Molecular Pharmacology.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Unnatural Amino Acid-Substituted (Hydroxyethyl)urea Peptidomimetics Inhibit γ-Secretase and Promote the Neuronal Differentiation of Neuroblastoma Cells
  
    	 Yung-Feng Liao, Bo-Jeng Wang, Wen-Ming Hsu, Hsinyu Lee, Chia-Yin Liao, Shin-Ying Wu, Hui-Ting Cheng and Ming-Kuan Hu


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology February 1, 2007,  71 (2) 588-601; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.106.024299 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Unnatural Amino Acid-Substituted (Hydroxyethyl)urea Peptidomimetics Inhibit γ-Secretase and Promote the Neuronal Differentiation of Neuroblastoma Cells
  
    	 Yung-Feng Liao, Bo-Jeng Wang, Wen-Ming Hsu, Hsinyu Lee, Chia-Yin Liao, Shin-Ying Wu, Hui-Ting Cheng and Ming-Kuan Hu


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology February 1, 2007,  71 (2) 588-601; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.106.024299 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Acknowledgments
	Footnotes
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Impact of Lipid Binding Proteins on Ligand Disposition  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      The Role of RGS4 in Stress and Ketamine Actions  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      A Small-Molecule Agonist as New Radioligand for ACKR3  
  
  
  
  






Show more Articles

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Molecular Pharmacology
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0111 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      







  