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    Abstract
Biased agonism is having a major impact on modern drug discovery, and describes the ability of distinct G protein–coupled receptor (GPCR) ligands to activate different cell signaling pathways, and to result in different physiologic outcomes. To date, most studies of biased agonism have focused on synthetic molecules targeting various GPCRs; however, many of these receptors have multiple endogenous ligands, suggesting that “natural” bias may be an unappreciated feature of these GPCRs. The μ-opioid receptor (MOP) is activated by numerous endogenous opioid peptides, remains an attractive therapeutic target for the treatment of pain, and exhibits biased agonism in response to synthetic opiates. The aim of this study was to rigorously assess the potential for biased agonism in the actions of endogenous opioids at the MOP in a common cellular background, and compare these to the effects of the agonist d-Ala2-N-MePhe4-Gly-ol enkephalin (DAMGO). We investigated activation of G proteins, inhibition of cAMP production, extracellular signal-regulated kinase 1 and 2 phosphorylation, β-arrestin 1/2 recruitment, and MOP trafficking, and applied a novel analytical method to quantify biased agonism. Although many endogenous opioids displayed signaling profiles similar to that of DAMGO, α-neoendorphin, Met-enkephalin-Arg-Phe, and the putatively endogenous peptide endomorphin-1 displayed particularly distinct bias profiles. These may represent examples of natural bias if it can be shown that they have different signaling properties and physiologic effects in vivo compared with other endogenous opioids. Understanding how endogenous opioids control physiologic processes through biased agonism can reveal vital information required to enable the design of biased opioids with improved pharmacological profiles and treat diseases involving dysfunction of the endogenous opioid system.

Footnotes

	Received March 4, 2015.
	Accepted May 26, 2015.

	M.C. is a Monash Fellow. A.C. and P.M.S. are Principal Research Fellows of the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) of Australia. J.R.L. is a Monash University Larkins Fellow and an RD Wright Biomedical Career Development Fellow (NHMRC). This work was funded in part by the NHMRC [Program Grant APP1055134 to A.C. and P.M.S.] and the Monash Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences Large Grant Support Scheme (M.C.). G.L.T. scholarship was funded by the Australian Commonwealth Government Department of Defence.

	dx.doi.org/10.1124/mol.115.098848.

	↵[image: Embedded Image]
[image: Embedded Image]
This article has supplemental material available at molpharm.aspetjournals.org.



	Copyright © 2015 by The American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    	
			MolPharm articles become freely available 12 months after publication, and remain freely available for 5 years. 


			Non-open access articles that fall outside this five year window are available only to institutional subscribers and current ASPET members, or through the article purchase feature at the bottom of the page. 


			 


				Click here for information on institutional subscriptions.
	Click here for information on individual ASPET membership.


			



 

  




  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	  
  
		
		
			
			  
  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

  Username *
 



  Password *
 





Forgot your user name or password?




Purchase access
You may purchase access to this article. This will require you to create an account if you don't already have one.

  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     PreviousNext 
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
     Back to top  


  
  



			

		

		
		
			
			  
  
        In this issue

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
    
      [image: Molecular Pharmacology: 88 (2)]

  
  
      
      
          Molecular Pharmacology      
      
        	Vol. 88, Issue 2 1 Aug 2015 


      
      
        		Table of Contents
	Table of Contents (PDF)
	About the Cover
	Index by author
	Editorial Board (PDF)
	Front Matter (PDF)




      




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
	  
  
		
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Download PDF  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Article Alerts

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  User Name *
 



  Password *
 


Sign In to Email Alerts with your Email Address

  Email *
 








  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Email Article

  
    
  
      
  
  
    
 Thank you for sharing this Molecular Pharmacology article.
NOTE: We request your email address only to inform the recipient that it was you who recommended this article, and that it is not junk mail. We do not retain these email addresses.




  Your Email *
 



  Your Name *
 



  Send To *
 

Enter multiple addresses on separate lines or separate them with commas.




  You are going to email the following 
 Biased Agonism of Endogenous Opioid Peptides at the μ-Opioid Receptor



  Message Subject 
 (Your Name) has forwarded a page to you from Molecular Pharmacology



  Message Body 
 (Your Name) thought you would be interested in this article in Molecular Pharmacology.



  Your Personal Message 
 








CAPTCHAThis question is for testing whether or not you are a human visitor and to prevent automated spam submissions.










  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
      
  
  
     Citation Tools

  
    
  
      
  
  
      
  
      
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Endogenous Biased Agonism at the μ-Opioid Receptor
  
    	 Georgina L. Thompson, J. Robert Lane, Thomas Coudrat, Patrick M. Sexton, Arthur Christopoulos and Meritxell Canals


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology August 1, 2015,  88 (2) 335-346; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.115.098848 

  
  
  



  

  
  	      Citation Manager Formats

        
      	BibTeX
	Bookends
	EasyBib
	EndNote (tagged)
	EndNote 8 (xml)
	Medlars
	Mendeley
	Papers
	RefWorks Tagged
	Ref Manager
	RIS
	Zotero

    

  



  


  
  



  





  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



          

        

        
        
          
            
  
      
  
  
     Share  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
  
      Research ArticleArticle

  
  
      Endogenous Biased Agonism at the μ-Opioid Receptor
  
    	 Georgina L. Thompson, J. Robert Lane, Thomas Coudrat, Patrick M. Sexton, Arthur Christopoulos and Meritxell Canals


  
    	Molecular Pharmacology August 1, 2015,  88 (2) 335-346; DOI: https://doi.org/10.1124/mol.115.098848 

  
  
  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    Share This Article:
  
  
    
  
  
    Copy
  


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Reddit logo] [image: Twitter logo] [image: Facebook logo] [image: Mendeley logo]
  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
      
  
  
    	Tweet Widget
	Facebook Like
	Google Plus One



  


  
  



          

        

	
 	
	
	


  


  
  



  
        Jump to section

    
  
  
    	Article	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Discussion
	Authorship Contributions
	Footnotes
	Abbreviations
	References



	Figures & Data
	Info & Metrics
	eLetters
	 PDF + SI
	 PDF



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
     Related Articles


 Cited By...


 More in this TOC Section
	
  
  
  
  
      Impact of Lipid Binding Proteins on Ligand Disposition  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      The Role of RGS4 in Stress and Ketamine Actions  
  
  
  
  




	
  
  
  
  
      A Small-Molecule Agonist as New Radioligand for ACKR3  
  
  
  
  






Show more Articles

 Similar Articles






  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Advertisement



  



  


  
  



  



  


  
  



			

		

	
	
 	
	
	


    

  


      


  

    
  
      
    
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    

	Home
	Alerts




Facebook   Twitter   LinkedIn   RSS
  




  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        Navigate

    
  
  
    	Current Issue
	Fast Forward by date
	Fast Forward by section
	Latest Articles
	Archive
	Search for Articles
	Feedback
	ASPET

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        More Information

    
  
  
    	About Molecular Pharmacology
	Editorial Board
	Instructions to Authors
	Submit a Manuscript
	Customized Alerts
	RSS Feeds
	Subscriptions
	Permissions
	Terms & Conditions of Use

  


  
  



  

  
    
  
        ASPET's Other Journals

    
  
  
    	Drug Metabolism and Disposition
	Journal of Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics
	Pharmacological Reviews
	Pharmacology Research & Perspectives

  


  
  



  


    

  


  


  

  
  
    
  
    
  
                
    
      
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    ISSN 1521-0111 (Online)


Copyright © 2024 by the American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics

  




  


  
  



  



    

  


  


  

  
    
  
      









  