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    Abstract

        The mammalian CYP2C subfamily is one of the largest and most complicated in the cytochrome P450 superfamily. In this report, we describe the organization of the mouse Cyp2c locus, which contains 15 genes and four pseudogenes, all of which are located in a 5.5-megabase region on chromosome 19. We cloned three novel mouse CYP2C cDNAs (designated CYP2C50, CYP2C54, and CYP2C55) from mouse heart, liver, and colon, respectively. All three cDNAs contain open reading frames that encode 490 amino acid polypeptides that are 57 to 95% identical to other CYP2Cs. The recombinant CYP2C proteins were expressed in Escherichia coli after N-terminal modification, partially purified, and shown to be active in the metabolism of both arachidonic acid (AA) and linoleic acid, albeit with different catalytic efficiencies and profiles. CYP2C50 and CYP2C54 metabolize AA to epoxyeicosatrienoic acids (EETs) primarily, and linoleic acid to epoxyoctadecenoic acids (EOAs) primarily, whereas CYP2C55 metabolizes AA to EETs and hydroxyeicosatetraenoic acids and linoleic acid to EOAs and hydroxyoctadecadienoic acids. Northern blotting and reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction analysis reveal that CYP2C50 transcripts are abundant in liver and heart; CYP2C54 transcripts are present in liver, kidney, and stomach; and CYP2C55 transcripts are abundant in liver, colon, and kidney. Immunoblotting studies demonstrate that CYP2C50 protein is expressed in liver and heart, CYP2C54 protein is detected primarily in liver, and CYP2C55 protein is present primarily in colon. Immunohistochemistry reveals that CYP2C55 is most abundant in surface columnar epithelium in the cecum. We conclude that these new CYP2C enzymes are probably involved in AA and linoleic acid metabolism in mouse hepatic and extrahepatic tissues.
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